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The Archipelago

A Geologic Wonder

The Eagle Has Landed

A Cultural Take







Langkawi affords some of the most dramatic
rock formations on Earth, the result of a half
billion years of ferment and cataclysm, from
tectonic uplifting to the more mundane, but
over millennia, equally destructive natural
forces such as erosion and weathering.

The many karst landscapes found here

also feature numerous caves and hanging
gardens. They comprise some of the oldest
rock formations in South East Asia, and the
only complete record of Malaysia’s Paleozoic
history.




Despite its well-deserved reputation as

a world-class tropical island vacation
destination, Langkawi still retains the charms
and slower pace of an earlier time. You will
still find many traditional ways and livelihoods
here: padi farming, rubber-tapping, and
fishing.

Langkawi is a fascinating microcosm of
Malaysia: multiracial and multiethnic, a mix of
Malay, Chinese and Indian, with a smattering
of Thai. All practice their religions — Islam,
Buddhist, Taoist, Hindu — and live together in
harmony. And while each also speaks their
native language, English is widely spoken
here in what was once part of the British
colonial empire.

Arts and crafts have a long tradition dating
back to the Sultanates. Traditional art is
centred on woodcarving, silversmithing and
weaving. And of course, this being Malaysia,
beautiful and inexpensive batik can be found
almost everywhere.
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Machinchang Cambrian Geoforest Park

The Machinchang mountain range in the rock formations, forming a spectacular
northwestern corner of Langkawi that forms landscape that dominates the skyline.
the centrepiece of this rugged 43 sq km Machinchang is South East Asia’s oldest

wilderness park, is renowned for its Cambrian ~ mountain range, and home to what is
(the first geological period of the Paleozoic Era) probably the planet’s oldest rainforest.




Nountains

Gunung Machinchang

To see it, take an exhilarating ride on

the Langkawi SkyCab across the forest
canopy, up the mountain escarpment to
the summit at 713 m. Observe 550 million
year-old sandstone outcrops.

Look out for the world’s smallest orchid
as well as exotic pitcher plants. There are
several interesting walks between stations
to allow a closer look at the rocks and
vegetation.

Gunung Raya

At 880 m, Langkawi’s highest peak is
accessible via a winding 13 km road passing
through dense rain forest supporting a wide
variety of wildlife. Hornbills and raptors are
common sights. Stop at the parking bays
and observe the forest from the canopy level.
Look, listen and let the wildlife come to you.




The extensive mangroves on Langkawi's
northern and eastern margins are important
as fish-breeding grounds and animal
habitats. They also protect the foreshore
from erosion. In addition, padi fields are
home to specialised animals.

The best time to appreciate the amazing
greenness of the young plants is from August
to September.

Mangroves are best seen in several forest
reserves — Ayer Hangat River, Kilim River,
Kisap River and the Tuba Straits between
Tuba Island and Dayang Bunting. Daily cruise
boat tours include visits to limestone caves
and the opportunity to see raptors feeding on
marine life. Book through your hotel or visit
the jetties at Tanjung Rhu and Kilim River (for
Kilim River mangrove) and the Kuah Jetty for
the Tuba Straits mangrove.




Tasik Dayang Bunting

The legendary Tasik Dayang Bunting (Lake
of the Pregnant Maiden) is a beautiful
freshwater lake located on limestone within
the rainforest. It is Langkawi's largest lake
and is separated from the sea by a thin rock
wall. Walk through the forests and paddle or
swim in the lake.

Telaga Tujuh (Seven Wells)
Waterfall

Discover this beautiful series of cascades
and pools deep within the forested area at
the southern foothills of Mount Machinchang.
The trail here is steep and passes through
mature rainforest. Beware of cheeky
monkeys. Continue deeper into the forest,

to swim in cool mountain pools. Exercise
caution around the waterfall at the water's
edge as the rocks are slippery.




Limestone Coast

Langkawi’s north, northeast coast and
islands as far down as Tuba Island are
made of Paleozoic limestone. Many endemic
plants are found here, and ancient palm-like
plants called cycads grow within cracks in
the limestone. The outer islands are best for
seeing both the rocks and vegetation.

Outcrops form an amazing sight especially
along the uninhabited northern and eastern
coastlines. Visitors need to hire a boat or
kayak from Tanjung Rhu, Kilim or Kuah to
explore these areas.







Langkawi is home to a fascinating wealth of
fauna - furry, feathery, frolicsome, fearless,
and just downright funny. The ubiquitous
long-tailed macaque and dusky-leaf langur
monkeys. Giant squirrels and 2.5 m long
monitor lizard (cousin to the Komodo
dragon). While the cute loris, civet cat and
‘armour-plated’ pangolin make more fleeting
appearances.

Then there are the animals dubbed
Langkawi's Famous Flying Five — the colugo,
the world's only flying primate; the red giant
flying squirrel; the flying paradise tree snake;
the twin-spotted flying frog and the flying
dragon, a flying lizard.

Long Tailed Macaque
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Underwater World Langkawi

This is the largest aquarium in Asia with
more than 3,000 marine and freshwater
organisms. See turtles, sharks and other
marine life eye-to-eye from the walk-through
tunnel. Penguins too! On Cenang Beach.
Open daily 1000 to 1800.

Rockhopper Penguin

Langkawi Buffalo Park

Surrounded by padi fields and rainforest,
Langkawi Buffalo Park offers panoramic
views of Gunung Raya and Gunung
Machinchang. Open daily 1000 to 1700.

Langkawi Crocodile Farm

Over 1,000 crocodiles are housed here and
trainers perform various stunts. Open daily
0900 to 1800.




Morac Go-Karts

Discover the thrill of motor racing at this exciting
1.2 km go-kart track located by the coast near
the airport. Open daily 1000 to 1900.

Golf

Langkawi features championship golf on
three scenic 18-hole courses. Gunung
Raya Golf Resort sits at the base of Gunung
Raya. For a beautiful seaside game, try

the Langkawi 99° East Golf Club. And for
postcard forest and shoreline backdrops,
The Golf Club Datai Bay is one of Asia’s
premier courses.




Kuah Town

Langkawi is a duty-free haven, so prices on
most products are very competitive, and the
range of goods is extensive — from cameras
and home electronics, to fashion, cosmetics,
fragrances, cigarettes, wine & spirits. Kuah
is Langkawi's main town, and also the
terminal for incoming ferries. It includes
many duty-free stores and shopping venues,
including Jetty Point Complex, Langkawi
Plaza, Langkawi Parade, Langkawi Fair and
Kompleks HIG.




Night Markets

Daily night markets are a Malaysian
institution; leisurely strolling, shopping, eating
and mingling. They comprise a collection

of stalls typically selling wet goods such as
fruits, vegetables, meat, and fish, as well as
snacks, toys, clothes and other items at very
good value. A real 'local’ happening scene!
The night market is held in a different town
or village every day of the week. The biggest
is in Kuah Town, and takes place every
Wednesday and Saturday. Ask your hotel for
more information.

Eagle Square & Legend Park

The iconic 12 m high brahminy kite on the
water's edge near the ferry terminal in Kuah
is the island’s most famous and recognisable
symbol. The park is a popular place to stroll
and picnic and to view carvings by local
artists.

Air Hangat Village

Wellness therapy with a distinctly local touch,
and the result of yet another colourful local
legend: The hot springs at Air Hangat Village are
said to have been created from a titanic struggle
that erupted during the wedding feast of two
giants, resulting in the spilling of hot water which
today soothes and rejuvenates from several small
pools and a salt-water Jacuzzi. Air Hangat Village
also features duty free shops and a theatre
restaurant. Open daily 0900 to 2200.

Kota Mahsuri

A shrine in memory of Mahsuri, the legendary
19th century Langkawi princess, is found in
this typical Malay village surrounded by padi
fields. There are souvenir shops and food
stalls nearby. Open 0800 to 1800.




Laman Padi (Rice Museum)

This is @ museum dedicated to the
production of rice. The heritage, history
and development of the rice industry are
documented, and feature active padi fields
surrounding the museum. Open daily 0900
to 1700.

Langkawi Craft Complex

A centre for the promotion of Malaysian arts
& handicrafts — pewter, batik, textiles, beads,
basketry, wood products, jewellery and art.
Visitors can view artisans at work and buy
their handicrafts. Also includes a Cultural
Museum and a Wedding Museum.

Open daily 1000 to 1800.

Galeria Perdana

The gallery houses the many awards,
souvenirs and gifts given to Malaysia’s
fourth and longest-serving Prime Minister,
Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad. Open daily
0900 to 1700.
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One of the best ways to explore Langkawi
and the archipelago is by boat. Excursions,
either by tour or chartered boat or private
yacht, afford an unforgettable experience
in the island-sprinkled Andaman Sea.
Langkawi boasts four marinas: the Royal
Langkawi Yacht Club, Telaga Harbour
Marina, Rebak Marina and ResortWorld.

All provide safe berths with world-class
service facilities for visiting yachts.
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By Air

Langkawi International Airport is 20 km from Kuah and 8km from the beach resorts on Cenang
Beach. Malaysia Airlines and budget airline AirAsia provide regular direct service from Kuala
Lumpur. Malaysia Airlines also flies direct from Penang to Langkawi. Firefly flies 3 times a week
and Silk Air once daily from Singapore to the island.

By Sea

Ferry service to Langkawi operates daily from Kuala Kedah and Kuala Perlis (duration 1 hr
15 min and 45 min respectively); from Penang to Langkawi (2 hrs 45 min); and from Satun,
Thailand (1 hr 15 min).

Or how about a novel alternative: by cruise ship. Cruises are of varying duration depending on
the ports of call en route. Embarkation points are Port Klang (KL) and Singapore. For enquires
on cruise packages, contact your travel agent or the cruise operator.

By Road

Visitors travelling by road drive to Kuala Kedah or Kuala Perlis on the northwest coast of
Peninsular Malaysia, the main takeoff points by ferry to Langkawi. The journey from Kuala
Lumpur to Kuala Kedah takes about six hours while Kuala Perlis is another hour away.
Car parking facilities are available at both jetties.

By Rail

Keretapi Tanah Melayu (KTM) or Malaysia Railway provides comfortable and economical rail
service from Kuala Lumpur to Alor Setar and Arau. From Alor Setar or Arau, you can take a taxi
or bus to Kuala Kedah or Kuala Perlis and then proceed by ferry to Langkawi.

Getting
Around

Car Rental/Hire

Roads in Langkawi are well signposted

and in good condition so hiring a car is a
good option. You will need to watch out

for motorbike riders, the occasional water
buffalo that may wander onto the road, and
wildlife crossings. It is recommended that
you use a licensed and insured car rental
company to prevent any unpleasant incidents
in the event of an accident.

Taxi

Taxis are readily available and resort staff can
make bookings for you. Taxis work on a fixed
price basis and we recommend you check the
rate card when your fare is quoted. Some taxi
drivers speak English better than others and
they can be useful for round-island trips as they
can show you many points of interest. Taxis can
be hired from the airport, all hotels and from
major attractions.
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