





Bird Watching
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Yes, one paradise island getaway really does have it all. Discover it here. Uniquely, Naturally Langkawi.
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MACHINCANG
CAMBRIAN

GEOFOREST PARK

Machincang formation

The Machinchang mountain range in the northwestern corner of Langkawi

is the centrepiece of Machinchang Cambrian Geoforest Park. This rugged

43 sq km park is renowned for its rock formations, which date back to the
Cambrian, or first geological period of the Paleozoic Era - roughly 550 million
years old! Machinchang is Malaysia’s oldest mountain range, and amongst the
oldest in South East Asia.

Langkawi SkyCab

Langkawi Sky Trails

Langkawi Sky Bridge

This spectacular landscape can be appreciated
close-up by taking the Langkawi SkyCab cable

car up to the top of Mount Machinchang. The
dramatic 2km ascent is one of the steepest in

the world. Once on top, at 713m, it is the second
highest peak on Langkawi, offering stunning 360°
panoramas of the entire archipelago.

Still another unforgettable experience awaits you
at the Top Station: the Langkawi Sky Bridge is an
architectural marvel 125m in length, suspended by
a single pylon and soaring 100m above ground.

For the truly adventurous (and fit!), trek to the
summit of Mount Machinchang (or back down)
on one of the Langkawi Sky Trails. With just light
clothing and casual footwear, you can enjoy the
tour led by experienced guides, as they point out
exotic flora and fauna, and relate the fascinating
geological history all around.




MACHINCHANG CAMBRIAN GEOFOREST PARK:

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

Seismic activity, wind, weathering and erosion have produced an almost fairy-tale landscape of rocky
peaks, vertical cliffs, deep narrow gorges, waterfalls, as well as dramatic seascapes. The various rock
formations exhibit excellent sedimentary structures such as cross-beds, ripple marks and load structures.
They also yield various trace fossils (tracks, trails, burrows or other animal markings) and body fossils Cambrian Age Rock Formation
such as tribolites (the ancestors of modern insects) and brachiopods (marine invertebrates).

Telaga Tujuh Waterfall




KILIM KARST
GEOFOREST PARK

The mangrove forest: one of nature’s most beautiful, vital — and endangered
— creations. Sadly, mangrove forests continue to diminish worldwide. Few
eco-tourists even have the opportunity these days to experience pristine
mangrove forest. All the more reason to visit Kilim Karst Geoforest Park,
offering an unrivalled introduction to this magnificent eco-system. Situated
on the island’s northeast, the 83 sq km park includes the Kilim River and
estuary, with its extensive mangrove forests and waterways.

Mangrove Tour

Brahminy Kites

Explore Kilim Karst Geoforest Park on foot or its
more inaccessible regions by boat. Spot numerous
birds, including the ubiquitous Brahminy Kites,
white-bellied sea eagles, crested serpent eagles,
and peregrine falcons sweeping in graceful arcs
across the sky.

Or sea otters, monitor lizards, macaques, dusky
langur, and many other animals that inhabit
this species-rich intertidal region. Explore

the many bat caves, and be on the lookout for
the occasional pod of Indo-Pacific humpback
dolphins.

At the fish farm, visitors can view stingrays,
horseshoe crabs, sea bass, giant grouper, moray
eel, and the comical archerfish up close.




Kilim Mangrove Forest Gua Cherita

KILIM KARST GEOFOREST PARK:

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

Take the cruise boat from Tanjung Rhu or Kilim Jetty for a breathtaking journey of discovery. Ply the
rivers and narrow channels, framed by razor-sharp karst pinnacles, weirdly sculpted sea caves and
arches. Admire the natural beauty of the overhanging Bogak tree, or the ancient palm-like cycads
whose lineage dates back 220 million years, predating all other plants except the ferns — and long
before the time of the dinosaurs.

Red Indian Chief Gua Kelawar

PULAU LANGGUN -
PULAU TANJUNG
DENDANG GEOSITE

These two off-shore islands comprise yet another
fascinating cluster of individual geosites, including
Tasik Langgun, the second largest fresh water lake
in Langkawi. Pulau Anak Tikus is a remnant island
rich in fossils, and Teluk Cina Mati is famous for its
highest ancient sea level in South East Asia.




DAYANG
BUNTING MARBLE

GEOFOREST PARK

The park covers Langkawi’s second largest island, Pulau Dayang Bunting,
Pulau Tuba, and several adjacent islands. Situated just south of the main
island, the park encompasses 44 sq km and is famous for its fresh water lake
nestled amongst hills of rugged forest, as well as an incredible diversity of
rock formations - Ordovician, Middle Devonian, Permian and Triassic — a
veritable geological tapestry unfolding, graphically delineating the eons.

Paddle boat

The legendary Tasik Dayang Bunting (Lake of the Pregnant Maiden, named for its
surroundings hills, which resemble a recumbent child-bearing woman) is a beautiful
freshwater lake located on limestone within the rainforest. It is Langkawi’s largest
lake and is separated from the sea by a thin rock wall less than ten metres wide

and ten metres tall! Walk through the forests and paddle or swim in the lake for a
refreshing interlude.




Pulau Tuba mangrove forest Tasik Dayang Bunting

DAYANG BUNTING MARBLE GEOFOREST PARK: . : -
Dayang Bunting Geoforest Park is also noted for its picturesque

WHAT TO LO O [< F O R karst topography, notably Pulau Dua, Pulau Jong and Pulau Lima,
are noted for their sea arches and notches. Pulau Tajai is the home

of Maxburettia gracilis palms.

Pulau Tuba is another inhabited island in the archipelago, and
aside from its abundant natural attractions, is also well worth a

Pulau Tajai trip to experience an older, more slow-paced and relaxed lifestyle
- ‘Langkawi the way it used it be’.

Gua Pasir Panjang on the northwest side of Pulau Dayang Bunting is home to many cave
dwellers such as bats. Access is by boat, then on foot. The stalactite and flowstone
amphitheatre inside the cave has carved out a fantastic make-believe world. Marble Formation




FLORA & FAUNA

The rainforests of South East Asia are unique in that they
remained untouched by the Ice Age ravages that affected
other rainforests. From the Cretaceous Epoch upon the
demise of the dinosaurs, Langkawi has experienced
overlapping regenerations of its vegetation, leaving
many species lines intact, and descended directly
from prehistoric origins. The great variety of geologic
substrates found on Langkawi likewise spawned an
incredible variety of diverse flora and fauna, creating a
miniature ‘Garden of Eden’.

Endemic Flora - Maxburetia gracilis




PLANTS

Langkawi is home to one of the richest mangrove
ecosystems in the world. 78 out of 114 mangrove
species worldwide are found here, comprising almost
70% of the world’s total mangrove species.

Maxburettia gracilis is a beautiful palm tree growing
only on vertical, a beautiful palm tree which grows on
vertical limestone cliffs and is found only at Pulau Tajai
and Pulau Dayang Bunting.

Kibatalia anceps (or its Malay name ‘Pokok Bak Pulai’),
is in the family of a major group of Angiosperms

or flowering plants. Bak Pulai can only be found in
Malaysia at Pulau Beras Basah.

Drynaria bonii, commonly known as the basket fern,
is one of the smallest ferns and can only be found on
Pulau Langgun, Kilim Karst Geoforest Park.

Kibatalia Anceps

Mangrove Forest




WILDLIFE

Langkawi is home to a fascinating wealth of fauna.
The ubiquitous long-tailed macaque and dusky-leaf
langur monkeys. Giant squirrels and monitor lizards
(cousin to the Komodo dragon). While the loris, civet
cat and ‘armour-plated’ pangolin make more fleeting
appearances.

Then there are the animals dubbed Langkawi’s
Famous Flying Five — the colugo, the world’s only
flying primate; the red giant flying squirrel; the flying
paradise tree snake; the twin-spotted flying frog and
the flying dragon, a flying lizard.

Dusky Leaf Monkey

Smooth Coated or Eurasian Otter

Along coastal areas, the small
clawed otter and smooth otter
reside. In the surrounding
coastal waters, Indo-Pacific
humpback dolphin and finless
porpoise are sometimes seen,
and more rarely, whale shark
- the world’s largest fish — and
Bryde’s whale. So keep your
eyes peeled!

Long Tailed Macaque

Indo-Pacific Humpback Dolphin




BUTTERFLIES

Banded Peacocks, Golden Birdwings, White Helens,
Swordtails, Commanders, Knights... an incredible
500 species of butterfly flutters by in Langkawi’s
lepidopterist Eden. Langkawi counts more butterfly
species than Sri Lanka, or Australia.

Golden Birdwings

Branded Peacock

BIRDS

There are around 226 species of birds in Langkawi,
including 20 species of raptors, seven species of
kingfishers; and three species of Malaysian hornbills.
The best time of the year for birding is November to
April, during the northern hemisphere’s migratory
season. The best places to observe water birds are
paddy fields; in particular, Chenang and the area
fronting Bon Ton Resort and Restaurant. For forest
birds, the best areas are in the foothills. Drive up
Mount Raya to see hornbills. For kingfishers, ideal
sites are the mangroves between Mutiara Burau Bay
and Berjaya Resorts, and Kilim Karst Geoforest Park.

Brown Winged Kingfisher

The Great Hornbill

Black-Naped Tern




NATURE

EXCURSIONS AND
ECO-ADVENTURES

SEA ADVENTURES

Langkawi and its neighbouring islands are blessed with
kilometres of idyllic beaches, from secluded coves and
crescents to long languorous stretches, from deserted white
sand beaches only accessible by boat, to popular resort
beaches popular with both visitors and locals. Or rent a
kayak to explore the coastal areas and nearby islands.

Pulau Anak Datai

Kayak Island Tour




BEACHES

Idyllic beaches (‘pantai’ in Malay) abound in
Langkawi. Pantai Chenang and Pantai Tengah are
the most developed, with chalets, luxury hotels,
restaurants and water sports. For less people and
distractions, try Pantai Kok, Burau Bay, Datai Bay,
the iconic Pantai Tanjung Rhu and Pantai Pasir
Tengkorak. For a change in ‘colour’ there is famous
Pantai Pasir Hitam or Black Sand Beach.

Teluk Datai

Sunset at Pantai Cenang

Pantai Kok

Tanjung Rhu

Pantai Pasir Hitam



ISLAND HOPPING

One of the most popular activities is the 4-hour
‘island hopping’ tour where you will be brought to
three different islands — Pulau Dayang Bunting, Pulau
Singa and Pulau Beras Basah by speed boat. Pulau
Beras Basah off Langkawi’s western tip is a favourite
for those seeking a deserted beach for snorkelling or
picnicking.

Pulau Dayang Bunting

Pulau Beras Basah

Eagle watching at
Pulau Singa

YACHTING

One of the best ways to explore Langkawi and the
archipelago is by boat. Excursions, either by tour or
chartered boat or private yacht, afford an unforgettable
experience in the island-sprinkled Andaman Sea. Langkawi
boasts four marinas: The Royal Langkawi Yacht Club,
Telaga Harbour Marina, Rebak Marina and Porto Malai Jetty.
All provide safe berths with world-class service facilities for
visiting yachts.

Porto Malai Jetty

Royal Langkawi Yacht Club

Telaga Habour



SNORKELLING AND
SCUBA DIVING

While there are some coral reefs around the main
islands, the most developed dive and snorkelling site
offering the best visibility is Pulau Payar Marine Park,
35km southeast of Langkawi, a one-hour boat journey.
Organised daylong package tours operate to the park.
The Marine Park is alsoa great place to enjoy the
beach and bring the kids.

Yellow Tail Seahorse

Snorkelling at Pulau Payar

Colourful Coral & Fishes

JUNGLE
TREKKING,

CYCLING,
KAYAKING
AND MORE




JUNGLE WALK

The rainforest is constantly alive with changing sounds,
sights, scents, rhythms, (and goings-on!), whether just
after sunrise, just before sunset, in the middle of the day
or night. Learn about the fascinating rainforest ecosystem
and its living creatures during a Morning or Evening

Walk with an experienced guide for an educational tour.
Langkawi has several resident-naturalists with extensive
knowledge of the area, who will provide you with an
in-depth experience of the rainforest, its flora and fauna.
Tours are for half- or full day, and can be arranged through
your hotel or travel agent. Morning Walks focus on
information about trees, plants, flowers and the animals
that are active during the day, such as monkeys, squirrels
and many butterflies. The variety of birds is amazing and
the combination of sea, mangroves and rainforest attracts
numerous bird species.

Evening Walk at Gunung Raya

MANGROVE
KAYAK TRIP

Enjoy the awesome splendour of the mangrove forest,
along with a taste of adventure and an exhilarating
workout. Catch a real close-up look at the mangrove
ecosystem while gliding through the narrow channels
away from the larger rivers. See monkeys, otters,
monitor lizards, and numerous birds — Brahminy Kites
and the majestic sea eagle (please don’t feed them!) as
well as other birds.

Brahminy Kites

Kayaking along
Kilim River



LANGKAWI CANOPY
ADVENTURE

Malaysia’s unique adventure tour takes you through the
rainforest canopy for an adrenaline charged air trekking
experience. The setting is at Gunung Raya, Langkawi’s
tallest mountain and home to some 400 tree species and
an array of wildlife including the flying lemur, mouse deer,
loris, wild boar, civet cat and at least 40 species of snakes.
A guided trek up the 880m mountain is a popular ‘roughing
it’ option, though a different sort of adrenaline rush can be

found just a few hundred meters into the primary rainforest.

NATURE CYCLING

Ride a bicycle along riverbanks, paddy fields and
forest. Experience Langkawi from a leisurely and
totally different point of view. Thrill at all the sights,
sounds and scents that will greet you: the views, the
flora, the fauna, and best of all, the people you will
chance to meet on the way and during various stops;
a memorable way to get a glimpse of daily life in the
‘kampung’ or village.




BIRDING

Various tour operators offer birding excursions, where
it is possible to spot around 30 to 40 species of the
226 species of hirds of Langkawi found in the jungle,
in rice fields or near rivers. On one popular tour, an
experienced guide will take you first up to Mount
Raya (at 880m, the highest point on the island!) to
try to spot mountain birds like the Great Hornbill.
From there, continue on to forest, and then to paddy
fields and other lowland birding hotspots. Pulau
Dayang Bunting is home to one of Langkawi’s three
designated geoforest parks. It and the adjacent Pulau
Tuba are also ideal for birding. Numerous migratory
birds visit Langkawi from November through April,
and even without the migratory birds Langkawi is a
paradise for birders.

REEF WALKING

Reef walks during low tide are yet another
fascinating exploration into Langkawi’s bio-
diversity. Walks are popular on the coral reef
fronting The Andaman at Datai Bay. See many types
of coral, including staghorn, brown mushroom, and
fungia coral, as well as other reef creatures including
large clams, crabs, and sea cucumbers.

Coral Nursing




Sunset at Pantai Cenang Shopping at Craft Complex
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